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Subject: Advisory on Swine Influenza A(H1N1).

Dear visa-applicant,


As you may be aware, Swine Influenza A(H1N1), a re-assorted swine flu virus is causing epidemic in Mexico and has spread to some neighbouring and other countries.  As per WHO, 18 countries(including France) have officially reported cases of the influenza infection. No case of this infection, however, has been reported in India as of now. 


WHO has declared this event a public health emergency of international concern and raised its pandemic alert level to phase 5(daily update on this is available on the WHO website http://www.who.int/csr/don/2009 05 01/en/index.html.


As the disease appears to be spreading globally, the situation is required to be monitored closely.  Health screening of passengers coming from affected countries is, therefore, being done at all the major airports in India. Travellers to India from the affected countries including France, may please note that they may be screened at the airports of entry in India and in case of detection of symptoms associated with the virus A(H1N1), may be required to undergo quarantine which would involve hospitalisation and other procedural requirements.


A copy of the Travel Advice and protection suggestions from the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, New Delhi is enclosed herewith for your guidance. 


With best wishes for an enjoyable and fruitful visit to India.
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